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just now. I don't feel too good, and if you don't mind I'd
rather go back now with the natives."
"All right, but you mustn't get morbid about these
things. As a matter of fact we shall probably be coming
back to-morrow to try and catch that other blighter. We
can't let him get away like that. You'll soon get used to it,"
he added. " The great thrill of hunting, you know, is
just that you never know what may happen."
Hardly had he said the words when three shots rang out.
The officer swung round, and saw the Major and one or
two others waving frantically in our direction. There was a
scuffle in the undergrowth away to my right, and I caught a
glimpse of a leopard making off at the double. We were
assured that it was the same one. She had returned for her
mate, but had only succeeded in giving us another fright
That settled the question of lunch for me. The officer
gave me leave to return with the natives and the solitary
leopard, and I was glad to see the back of that jungle. As
it happened, this was to be the first of many such expedi-
tions, but it had been an inauspicious beginning.
However, the idea of repeating this performance next
day was luckily abandoned, for news was received that we
were to return to our battery, which meant going back to
St. Thomas's Mount at Madras, where we were received
with a good deal of gentle banter, News spread rapidly,
even then, and our peculiar experiences with the beasts of
the jungle earned us the sobriquet of * the menagerie
squad.' However, even the best of humour can become
irritating, and I found myself in hot water through hitting
a soldier who Vas twitting me about all this. The blow was
harder than I intended, and as it was witnessed by an
N.C.O. it went badly for me. It was the first time that I
had been in real trouble, and as I was still buoyed up with
the ambition of youth I faced the commandant of the
barracks with some trepidation. Fortunately he realized
the nature of the incident and let me off with a severe
reprimand.
Just then there was a call for volunteers to undergo
in nursing and Hindustani. Any young